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Grace and peace to you, 
beloved of God. We trust as we 
worship together this morning that 
God will be honored in all of our 
thoughts and words.

We praise Him for the rev-
elation He has made of Himself 
through the Word of God; that we 
may know Him and know Him in 
a personal and intimate way. As 
believers in Jesus Christ, we are 
especially grateful for what Jesus 
Christ has done on the cross for us.

May we never forget His 
sacrifice on our behalf as His very 
life was required to pay our sin 
penalty.

Treasure God’s Word
We live in an age where we 

have easy access to God’s Word. 
It’s on the internet, it’s available on 
CD, and we can download it to our 
iPod, iPad and iPhone. Even Sound 
Words has an app for reading 
through the Bible in a year.

We can listen to the Scriptures 
while we’re doing other things . . . 
like driving across town. There’s 
really no excuse for not being in 
the Bible.

But, it’s more than just reading 
the Bible . . . it must be applied to 

our lives. It must be mulled over, 
buried deep in our hearts and 
treasured.

Your word I have treasured in 
my heart, that I may not sin 
against You (Psalm 119:11).
Only then will God’s Word be-

come a part of us. Only then will 
we be amazed to see how God uses 
His Word in our lives.

Closer than a Brother
Our hope is for everyone to 

know and all to remember . . . .
When your child is in a foreign 

land; when the one that commit-
ted their life to you leaves you for 
another; when friends forsake you; 
when shame weighs heavily . . . 
remember the one who gave His 
life for you.

Alone and cold in the dungeon, 
knowing death was near, Paul en-
couraged his son in the faith with 
these words: “Remember Jesus 
Christ, risen from the dead.”

Never forget, beloved. When 
you’re misunderstood; when 
you’re disgraced; when no one will 
listen . . . “there is a friend who 
sticks closer than a brother” (Prov. 
18:24).

Have a good week.
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Archaeology uncovers buried 
civilizations. Come to the 
Men’s Seminar and learn how 
digging up lost civilizations 
contributes to our understand-
ing of the Bible, which was 
written long ago, by many dif-
ferent people, in many differ-
ent cultures.

Q. How has archaeology 
deepened your faith?

Randall Price: As I’ve studied 
archaeological discovery, what im-
pacts me most is that, despite the 
ravages of time and the destruc-
tiveness of mankind, so much re-
mains in the archaeological record 
that bears witness to the Bible.

God could have simply insist-
ed that we take his Word on faith, 
and for most of history people 
have done just that.

But he’s allowed these rem-
nants of the past to be preserved, 
especially for our critical age, 
in which extra-biblical physical 
evidence has become crucial in the 
defense of the faith.

Men’s 
Seminar
February 16 & 17

Indian Hills 
Community 

Church

The Stones Cry Out: 
Archaeology and the Bible

Randall Price is the featured 
speaker at the 2018 Men’s Seminar

While my faith has not de-
pended on such evidences, they 
have continued to confirm and 
strengthen my faith and in particu-
lar to bring me closer to the world 
of the Bible to have a realistic faith 
that’s informed by facts rather than 
imagination.
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Freed from the Power of Sin
Larry Riekenberg

Continued on page 6

We have many images of the 
new life of the believer in Scrip-
ture where the differences between 
the believer and the unbeliever 
stand out in sharp contrast: blind/
seeing, darkness/light, old/new, 
dead/alive, lost/found, slavery/
freedom, enmity/friendship, and 
children of God/children of Satan. 
All of these illustrate a change 
that is dramatic, instant, and life 
changing.  

We have a hard time with sin 
and forgiveness. There have been 
many and varied formulas invent-
ed by innovative individuals that 
appeal to the unenlightened mind 
to try and make partial truths 
work to deal with man’s ever-pres-
ent sin problem. Even as believ-
ers, many are stuck in the “poor 
miserable sinner” mode, thinking 
it presumptuous to claim security 
in Christ. Someone has once said 
that “as an unbeliever we don’t 
understand how sinful we are and 
as a believer we don’t understand 
how completely we are forgiven.”

 Col. 1:13-14 puts it all to-
gether for us: “For He rescued 
us from the domain of darkness, 
and transferred us to the kingdom 
of His beloved Son, in whom we 
have redemption, the forgiveness 
of sins.”

In the Mosaic Law, God 
provided a 1,500-year-old object 

Larry Riekenberg

lesson of the innocent dying for 
the guilty that continued until the 
supreme sacrifice of Jesus Christ, 
which once and for all dealt with 
man’s sin problem. This annual 
event is described in Lev. 16:20-22:

When he finishes atoning for 
the holy place and the tent of 
meeting and the altar, he shall 
offer the live goat. Then Aaron 
shall lay both of his hands on 
the head of the live goat, and 
confess over it all the iniqui-
ties of the sons of Israel and all 
their transgressions in regard 
to all their sins; and he shall 
lay them on the head of the 
goat and send it away into the 
wilderness by the hand of a 
man who stands in readiness. 
The goat shall bear on itself 
all their iniquities to a solitary 
land; and he shall release the 
goat in the wilderness.



6  • Heartbeat

Continued from page 5

Freed from the 
Power of Sin

Jonathan Edwards
Beginning	October	11		

All	are	Welcome

The concept of forgiveness is 
in focus. The goat that is led out 
into the wilderness carried the sins 
of the nation on its head and was 
sent away. It was called a “scape-
goat” or “goat of removal.” This is 
the picture of forgiveness; it means 
to be “sent away.”  

Paul explains that the object 
lesson of Leviticus 16 is now a 
reality in Jesus Christ.

Col. 2.13-14 tells us: 
When you were dead in your 
transgressions and the uncir-
cumcision of your flesh, He 
made you alive together with 
Him, having forgiven us all 
our transgressions, having 
canceled out the certificate 
of debt consisting of decrees 

against us, which was hostile 
to us; and He has taken it out 
of the way, having nailed it to 
the cross.
The language in these two 

verses does not contain anything 
vague or nebulous: He forgives “all 
our transgressions;” He “can-
celed out the certificate of debt” 
and “has taken it out of the way.” 
There is nothing here to lead us to 
believe that forgiveness is elusive. 
What more can God say?

In Colossians 2, Paul says that 
the sins that condemn us have been 
put on the cross with Christ. In 
Romans 6 he says that our old self, 
the person we were before salva-
tion, has been put on the cross with 
Him. Romans 6:6-7 says:

knowing this, that our old self 
was crucified with Him, in or-
der that our body of sin might 
be done away with, so that 
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Save the Date
Ladies Retreat
True Wisdom Found: The joyful 

mindset of fearing God

February 23 & 24
Lied Lodge in Nebraska City

Teachers: Nancy Butterfield,
Sheila Abresch, Deb Terry,

LaVon Sperling, Carrie Smith

Register today in the 
south lobby. 

The Lied Lodge requires that we 
submit our attendance list a month 

prior to the event.

we would no longer be slaves 
to sin; for he who has died is 
freed from sin.
How do we get rid of the 

penalty of sin? We have to die. 
How do we break the chains of the 
power of sin in our life? We have 
to die. 

In Romans 6:11-14 Paul says: 
Even so consider yourselves 
to be dead to sin, but alive to 
God in Christ Jesus. Therefore 
do not let sin reign in your 
mortal body so that you obey 
its lusts, and do not go on pre-
senting the members of your 
body to sin as instruments of 
unrighteousness; but present 
yourselves to God as those 
alive from the dead, and your 
members as instruments of 

righteousness to God. For sin 
shall not be master over you, 
for you are not under law but 
under grace.  
It is kind of like re-tooling a 

factory that once made weapons of 
mass destruction. Now under new 
management, these same tools are 
making a product to cure cancer. 

In today’s world, the battle is 
for our minds. There is a never 
ending barrage of ideas that con-
front us for our time and resources. 
Our mind and body belong to 
a new Master who gives us the 
power to do what He commands. 

Riflery Clinic

Boys and girls age 8–13 learn how 
to safely handle a rifle at Boys of 
Faith Riflery Clinic.
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Children’ Sunday School
Visit the Sunday school 
coordinator’s desk for 
class locations.

Junior High (Grades 6-8)
Studying Acts
Team Taught
Cornerstone House

Senior High (Grades 9-12)
Studying Colossians
Jeff Harford Teaching
Room 1430

Alpha Omega (18–25) 
Studying 1 Corinthians
Duane Nelsen Teaching
Room 2311

EDGE
Studying Philippians
Jimmy Pelton Teaching
Rooms 2211

Common Bonds
Studying Acts
Jim Mooberry Teaching
Room 1404

Bible Fellowship Hour
HIS
Studying Deuteronomy
Scott Bailey Teaching
Room 1423

LOGOS
Studying Second Samuel
Greg Thomas Teaching
Room 1422
 
1800 Fellowship
Studying Luke
Bill Cooley Teaching
Room 1100 (Chapel)

One Heart
Studying Matthew
Dick Bergt Teaching
Room 1112

LIFE
Studying Philippians
Jim Pelton Teaching
Room 1419

The Father Knows Best
Studying “Taking the Mys-
tery Out of Revelation”
Don Goertzen Teaching
Room 1414

Prime Time
Studying Mark
Ed Daly Teaching
Room 1417

Classes begin at 8:45 
a.m. but everyone is 
welcome to come at 
8:30 a.m. for a cup of 
coffee and fellowship.

For more information 
about any of these 
classes, contact Duane 
Nelsen at 402-483-
4541, visit the class, or 
stop by the informa-
tion center in the south 
lobby.

Information Center
We would love to meet 
you! Please stop by and 
pick up your visitor/
newcomer gift bag. 
We’re located across 
from Sound Words.

“BE ANGRY, AND yet DO NOT SIN; do not let 
the sun go down on your anger, and do not give 
the devil an opportunity” (Ephesians 4:26, 27).
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Church Leadership
Board of Elders
Gil Rugh, Chairman
Rob Jensen
Larry Riekenberg
Rob Schmidt
Mike Shrader
Randy Sperling
Greg Thomas

Pastoral Staff
Gil Rugh, Senior Pastor
Jeff Horn, Senior Associate Pastor
Duane Nelsen, Associate Pastor
Aaron Nicholson, Assistant Pastor
Donald Goertzen, Part-time
Curt Kuster, Part-time
Eddie Masters, Pastor Emeritus
Nick McElvain, Part-time

Support Staff
Twila Beck
Gale Engle
Rachel Gould
John Scholle
Kevin Wheat

Deacons
Jim Aust ........................... Children’s Church
Steve DeRiese ..........................Girls of Grace
Adam Flaugh ............................... Evangelism
Jonathan Goodding ................. Boys of Faith
Jeff Harford ................................. Junior High
Jim Krieger ..................................... Wee Care
Curt Kuster ............................... Communion
Nick McElvain .......................... High School
Galen Pfeiffer ...................................... Awana
Tom Price...............................Nursing Home
Todd Smith ............................ Sunday School

Part-Time Staff
Doug Andrews
Jerry Andrews
Stephen Bede
Madison DeRiese
Dalton Dowding
Hannah Ganshorn
Rick Gloe
Jake Krieger
Carroll Lavalleur
Sidney Marra
Dale McDaniel
Charles Muir
Carsten Scholle
Taysha Slade
Andrew Thomas
Zach Wheat

Let us be good stewards 
of the Lord’s blessings

No Food 
or Drink
in the Auditorium 

or Chapel

Church 
cancellations 
or delays will 
be posted on 
the church 
website: 
www.ihcc.org

As cold, snow, and 
ice storms move in, 
Jeff Horn and Kevin 
Wheat will try to keep 
abreast of the weather 
and road conditions.

www.ihcc.org
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Family News
Birth. Micah and Christa Pelton 
are the parents of a boy, Gideon 
James, born January 12, 2018.  
Grandparents are Jim and Sandy 
Pelton, and great-grandparents are 
Ted and Barb Krzycki
Hospitalized. Pat Imler is a patient 
at St. Elizabeth Hospital.
Hospitalized. David Hegr is a 
patient at Bryan East Hospital.
Hospitalized. Susie Orduna was 
a patient at the Lincoln Surgical 
Hospital.
Thank You. It is with a grateful 
and overflowing heart that I want 
to thank all the thoughtful people 
who encouraged me during my 
recent fall, hospital stay, surgery, 
and grueling rehab. I cannot list all 
the people here, but you know who 
you are. Thank you for all your 
prayers, cards, meals, visits, and 
love you graciously bestowed. And 
above all, I want to thank the Lord 
for His lovingkindness.—Linda 
Strasheim
Thank You. We are so thankful 
for our church and your thought-
ful, caring hearts. The love you’ve 
shown to us through visits, gifts 
of food, cards, and mostly your 
prayers have blessed us much. 
Thank you all. May His bless-
ings be on you.—Walt and Mary 
Haynes
Thank You for your prayers while 
John was hospitalized in Israel. 
We appreciated your prayers and 

concern so much. We are now 
home and doing well.—John and 
Marti Carey

Children’s Studies
Children’s Sunday School. The 
children reviewed recent lessons.
Children’s Church. The children 
studied Exodus 19 and learned 
about God revealing Himself at 
Mount Sinai. The lesson goal is to 
praise and respect God for his holi-
ness and gracious presence.

Information
Vacation Bible School 2018 will 
be held June 25–29. Mark your 
calendars and invite your cousins, 
friends, and neighbors.
Sound Words will be closed 
weekday mornings until January 
26. Open hours will be noon –5:00 
p.m. those weekdays, Monday 
through Friday. Sound Words will 
be open the usual hours Wednes-
day evenings (6:30–8:30 p.m.), 
Saturdays (9:00 a.m. – Noon), and 
Sundays (before and after morning 
and evening services).
Audio recordings of sermons and 
classes will not be available until next 
week.
Choir meets on Wednesday at 7:00 
p.m. in the choir room. We would 
like to have more singers join us. 
We rehearse every Wednesday 
and sing every other Sunday until 
April 1.
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Girls’ Choir meets on Wednesday 
at 5:00 p.m. and is open to all girls 
in grades 4-12.
Hospitality Meeting. Greeters, 
Information Desk Volunteers, Ush-
ers, and Section Hosts will meet 
on Saturday, February 3, at 9:00 
a.m. to discuss ways to improve 
our ministry.
Wednesday Night Study meets 
on Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. Perry 
Beard is teaching on being born 
again, the purpose of good works, 
and Lordship Salvation. Join us for 
a hot cup of coffee, some cookies, 
and great discussion topics.
Boys of Faith Riflery Clinic will 
be held Saturday, February 3, from 
9:00 a.m. to noon. This is open to 
all 8–13-year-old boys and girls. 
Cost is $15 per person. Questions? 
Call Jonathan Goodding at 402-
326-8505.
Titus Tuesday will meet Tuesday 
at 9:00 a.m. Carrie Smith will 
be teaching, A Good Mindset for 
Good Prayers. During the second 
hour, you may participate in a toy 
swap or discussion group.
Event Kitchen. If you have an 
upcoming event that involves 
the new Event Kitchen, contact 
Rachel Gould at church, 402-483-
4541. She will reserve it for your 
group and give you an Event Sheet, 
which will help with the plan-
ning. Questions to Merrily Bailey 
402-730-7617.  

Cleaners Needed. If you’d like 
to vacuum a section of the church 
once every five weeks, contact 
Tami Coffin, 402-366-3490.
Hospitalizations. Please call the 
church, 402-483-4541, and notify 
Pastor Aaron Nicholson or Curt 
Kuster of hospitalizations and births.
Hospitality Ministry needs one 
door greeter to welcome people 
at the southwest doors on Sunday 
mornings from 8:30–9:00 a.m. 
Each greeter is on rotation of one 
month per quarter and would serve 
four months out of the year. Please 
let Brian Willet (brian.willet@out-
look.com) know if you’re interested.
If you know of someone who 
would benefit spiritually from a 
regular visit or if you’d like to get 
involved visiting the sick through 
the Visitation Ministry, please talk 
to Curt Kuster or Aaron Nichol-
son, 402-483-4541.
Nursing Home Door-to-Door 
Evangelism. If you’d like to help, 
call Adam Flaugh, 402-310-2070.
Nursery Workers are needed for 
the second hour. Please contact 
Cheryl Slade, 402-770-3055, if you 
would like to help.
Substitute Nursery Workers are 
needed for all three services on 
Sunday. If you’re available for one 
or all three services, call Stephanie 
Dowding, 402-416-9868, and she 
will put you on the list.
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This Week’s Events
Sunday 

Sunday Night Church 6:00 p.m. 
Boys of Faith 6:00 p.m.
Girls of Grace 6:00 p.m.
Sonshine Kids 6:30 p.m. 

 
Monday 

Sisters 7:00 p.m.

Tuesday 
Titus Tuesday 9:00 a.m.

Wednesday
Girls’ Choir 5:00 p.m.

Praise Team, Band 6:00 p.m.
Orchestra 6:00 p.m.

Awana 6:45 p.m.
Choir 7:00 p.m.

Junior High Study 7:00 p.m.
Issues . . . World 7:00 p.m.

Wednesday Night Study 7:00 p.m.

Thursday
Alpha Omega Study 7:00 p.m.

Friday 
Boys of Faith Lock-in

Saturday 
Boys of Faith Lock-in

Future Events
February 3 

Hospitality Meeting 9:00 a.m. 
Boys of Faith Riflery Clinic

February 9 
Girls of Grace 

Daddy Daughter Date Night

February 10 
Derby Workshop

February 16, 17 
Men’s Seminar

February 23, 24 
Ladies Retreat

March 3 
Pinewood Derby

March 30 
Good Friday Service 

Communion

April 1 
Resurrection Sunday

April 7 
Dodgeball Tourney 
9:00 a.m.–3:00 p.m.

April 8 
Dessert Social

April 10 
Intermission 6:15 p.m.

April 22 
Girls’ Choir Concert 2:00 p.m.

April 27–29 
Boys of Faith Spring Campout

June 25–29 
Vacation Bible School
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